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IFFA: A GLOBAL NETWORK
The International Family Forestry Alliance is the global voice of family forest
owners.
IFFA is a civil society organization founded in 2002 to act as an umbrella
organisation for its member associations in North America, Latin America,
Africa, Australia & Oceania and Europe.
IFFA provides a common voice for more than 25 million private forest owning
families from around the world.

WORKING FOR SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF FORESTS
AND IMPROVED LIVELIHOODS
National family forest owner organisations bring together local forest owner
associations, federations,and cooperatives. The main objectives of these
organisations are the same everywhere:

•

to defend the rights and common interests of family forest owners with
government authorities and market players

•

to increase our political and economic influence in order to ensure the
economic, social and environmental viability of family forestry

•

to promote family forestry and its important contribution sustainable forest
management, rural livelihoods, forest cover, and the availability of a wide
range of forest products and ecosystem services.
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MISSION
IFFA’s mission is to promote family forestry and advocate policy solutions that
support these objectives at the international level.
IFFA provides its members and other agencies with a valuable forum for
exchange of experience, ideas and information, and raises the awareness of
family forestry’s important contribution and great potential for improving
livelihoods and the sustainable management of forests with decision makers
and the larger society.
Secure land tenure, freedom to form associations, fair market access and
availability of extension and other support services are core principles.
IFFA seeks to strengthen the expression of these principles in forest policy
development. We are active in international forest policy fora and global
processes with an impact on forest policy such as United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development, the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF), United
Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF),the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
and The World Forestry Congress
IFFA believes that the owners of small- and medium-sized forests make the
strongest contribution to sustainability and prosperity when they are organized
in strong and effective associations. Facilitating the engagement of member
organisations in projects to support the development of local family forest
associations and national federations of local associations is an important
priority; examples to date include countries like Vietnam, Nepal, Kenya, Ethiopia,
Zambia, Tanzania and Mexico.
Our collaboration with Growing Forest Partnership and “Locally Controlled
Forestry” has been very instrumental in strengthening our ties to the World
Bank, FAO, IIED, IUCN, and The Forest Dialogue. As a continuation of this work,
we are now engaged in a very promising partnership with the Forest and Farm
facility, hosted by FAO.

IFFA’S MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
IFFA members are 20 national family forestry organisations.
Other national organizations participate through two associate members, the
Confederation of European Forest Owners (CEPF), and the Union of Forest
Owners of Southern Europe (USSE). A third associate member is the global
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certification organisation, PEFC which provides additional contact with
forest organisations in important forestry countries where family forestry
organisations are still in early stages of development.
The national member organisations with direct membership in IFFA, or
indirectly connected through CEPF and USSE, are Albania, Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Canada, Croatioa, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
Kenya, Mexico, Norway, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, UK and USA.
Through PEFC, we also have contact with forest organisations in Argentina,
Belarus, Brazil, Cameroon, Chile, China, Gabon, Italy, Malaysia, New Zealand,
Poland, Russia, Japan and Uruguay.

THE G3 PARTNERSHIP
With the encouragement and support of the Growing Forest Partnership, IFFA
has established a cooperative relationship with the international alliances of
community forestry and indigenous forest peoples, known as the Three Rights
Holders’ Groups, or the “G3” for short.
Working together with the Global Alliance of Community Forestry (GACF) and
the International Alliance of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples of Tropical Forests
(IAITPTF) in various international processes, we have learned that family forest
owners and community and indigenous forest peoples share a similar set of

G3 at UNFCCC, the climate
summit, in Durban
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policy priorities: Secure land tenure, freedom to form associations, fair market
access and availability of good quality extension and other support services.
The G3 represents family forest owners and communities managing more than
30 per cent of the World’s forest area. At least one billion people are involved
in owning and managing community, family and indigenous peoples’ forests.
The perspective of forest dependent peoples needs to be clearly represented
in all discussions about the future of the world’s forests, water, climate and
biodiversity. Our cooperation helps ensure that we will be heard!

IFFA’S STRUCTURE
IFFA is organized as an informal network of national family forest owners’
organisations. IFFA was incorporated in Washington DC in 2006.
National family forest owners’ organisations who support our mission and
objectives can become members of IFFA. Regional organisations and other
supporting organisations can join as associate members. IFFA’s basic guidelines
are found in our mission statement, bylaws, and document of incorporation
(available at www.familyforestry.net). IFFA is managed by a board of directors
elected at the annual meeting. The Board is responsible for guiding IFFA’s work
based on the direction given by members at the Annual meeting, and with the
support of IFFA ‘s Secretariate.

SECRETARIATE
The IFFA Secretariat is co-hosted by the Norwegian Forest Owners’ Federation
in Oslo and the Confederation of European Forest Owners / Confédération
Européenne des Propriétaires Forestiers (CEPF) in Brussels.
Mail address:post@familyforestry.net
Postal address: European Forestry House
Rue du Luxembourg 66 B-1000 Bruxelles, Belgium
Phone Oslo: +47 909 31 965
Phone Brussels: +32 2 219 02 31
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
The Confederation of European Forest Owners /
Confédération Européenne des Propriétaires
Forestiers (CEPF)

The South European Forest Owners Federation /
Unión de Selvicultores del Sur de Europa /
l´Union des Sylviculteurs du Sud de l´Europe (USSE)

The Programme for the Endorsement of
Forest Certification (PEFC)

PARTNER ORGANISATIONS
The Three Rights Holders’ Group G3
that is the three Alliances:

IFFA,

The Forest and
Farm Facility

The Global Alliance
of Community
Forestry (GACF)

and The International Alliance of
Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
of the Tropical Forest (IAITPTF)

Major Groups Partnership on Forests (Supporting
United Nations Forum on Forest – UNFF)
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A Brief Forestry Profile
of IFFA-connected
Countries
Forest conditions and ownership structure vary greatly from one country to
another. Among IFFA member countries, we find the highest percentages
of family owned forests in Norway, Austria, Denmark, Finland and Portugal,
ranging from 60 % to more than 80 %. Forest cover varies from 6 % of total land
area in Kenya and 10 % in the Netherlands to 75 % in Finland and in Sweden.
Reflecting this diversity, family forestry has a somewhat broad definition.
Ownership and tenure rights are privately held, management practices are
usually adapted to small and medium scale forests, and management is often
carried out for multiple purposes. Community forestry has many similarities
with family forestry. In some areas publicly owned municipal forests are also
managed like family forests.
Within this great diversity we find the same core values, vision and objectives
shared by family forest owners on all continents.
Below are some facts about forestry and family forest ownership in some of the
IFFA member and associate member countries:
(for more information visit www.familyforestry.net)

ALBANIA: (National Federation of Communal Forests and Pastures of Albania
/ Federata Kombëtare e Pyjeve dhe Kullotave Komunale) About 776.000 ha
of forest which is nearly 30 per cent of the land area. 2 per cent is private.
AUSTRALIA (Australian Forest Growers): About 149 million ha forest, which is
19 per cent of the total area. 31 per cent is privately owned.
AUSTRIA (Land and Forest Owners Austria / Land- und Forstbetriebe
Österreich): Nearly 3,98 mill ha forest and nearly 50 per cent of the forest area.
About 80 per cent is private or community forest.
BELGIUM (Royal Forestry Society of Belgium / Société Royale Forestière de
Belgique (SRFB)): 698.000 ha forest 22 per cent of the total area. 120.000 ha is
private with an average size of 2,7 ha.
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CANADA (Canadian Federation of Woodlot Owners / La Fédération
canadienne des propriétaires de boisés): 417,5 mill ha forest covering about
half of the land area. This is about 10 per cent of the World’s forest. 45 per cent
of the Canadian forest is regarded as productive forest for logging. 19 million ha
(9 per cent of productive forests) are owned by 425.000 family forest owners.
CROATOA (Croatian Union of Private Forest Owners Associations)
CZECH REPUBLIC (The Association of Municipal and Private Forest Owners in

the Czech Republic / Sdružení vlastníků obecních a soukromých lesů v
ČR (SVOL)): 2,66 mill ha forest which is 33.7 per cent of the land area. About
25 per cent is private.

DENMARK (The Danish Forest Association / Dansk Skovforening): 534.000 ha
of forest which is 12,4 per cent of the land area. 69 per cent is privately owned
by 25.000 forest owners.
ESTONIA (Estonian Private Forest Union / Eesti Erametsaliit): 2,3 mill ha forest
which is 51,5 per cent of the total area. 48 per cent is private.
FINLAND (The Central Union of Agricultural Producers and Forest Owners /
Maa- ja metsätaloustuottajain Keskusliitto (MTK)): 23 mill ha forest, which
is 75 per cent of the land area. 60 per cent is owned by 920.000 private forest
owners.
FRANCE (Private Foresters of France / Forestiers Privés de France): 15,954 mill
ha forest, which is 29 per cent of the land area. 74 per cent is private.
GERMANY (Working Group of the German Federation of Forest Owners /

Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher Waldbesitzerverbände (AGDW)): 11 mill
ha forest, which is 31 per cent of the land area. 44 per cent is owned by 2,5 mill

private forest owners.
GREECE (Forest Owners Association Greece): 6,5 mill forest, which is
27 per cent of the land area. 22,5 is private and 12 per cent owned by local
communities.
HUNGARY (Association of Private Forests Owners and Managers in Hungary

/ Magán Erdôtulajdonosok és Gazdálkodók Országos Szövetsége
(MEGOSZ)): 2 mill ha forest, which is 21,5 per cent of land cover. 39,5 per cent

is private.
IRELAND (Irish Timber Growers Association): 710.000 ha forest which is 10 per
cent of land area. 36 per cent private.
KENYA (Western Kenya Tree Planters Association (WETPA)): 3,47 mill ha forest
which is about 6 per cent the land area. The forest is classified as state forest,
community forest and private.
LATVIA (Latvian Forest Owners Association / Meža īpašnieku Biedrība):
3,149 mill ha forest, which is 50 per cent of total forest area. Almost 50 per cent
is private.
LITHUANIA (Forest Owners Association of Lithiuania): 2,198 mill ha forst,
which is 35 per cent of land area. On-going restitution will result in about 45 per
cent private forest land.
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LUXEMBOURG (Family Forestry Luxembourg / Lëtzebuerger Privatbësch):
88.200 ha forest, which is 34 per cent of total land area. 54 per cent is private.
MEXICO (National Confederation of Organizations of Forest Owners in

Mexico / La confederacion Nacional de Oranizaciones de Silvicultores
(CONOSIL)): 55,3 mill ha forest, which is 30 per cent of total land area. 80 per
cent of the forests are run by 8000 indigenous communities and 20 per cent is
in private hands.

NETHERLANDS (Dutch Land Owners Organisation / Federatie Particulier
Grondbezit (FPG)): 365.000 ha forest, which is 10 per cent of total land cover.
30 per cent of forest is private and an additional 14 per cent is managed locally.
NORWAY (The Norwegian Forest Owners’ Federation / Norges
Skogeierforbund): 12 mill ha forest, which is 38 per cent of land area. About
7 mill ha is productive forest and 85 per cent is private.
POLAND: 9,4 mill ha forest, which is 30 per cent of land territory. 18,2 per cent is
private with about 1,5 million forest owners.
PORTUGAL (The Porguese Farmer Confederation; Forestry Association of

Portugal / Confederação dos Agricultores de Portugal (CAP); Associacao
Forestal de Portugal (Forestis)): 3,9 ha forest, which is 42 per cent of total
land area. 85,5 per cent is privately owned and 11,8 per cent is owned by local
communities. There is about 400.000 private forest owners.

SLOVAKIA (The Union of Private Forest Owners of Slovakia / Únia

reginálnych združení vlastníkov neštátnych lesov Slovenska): 1,931 mill
ha forest, which is 40 per cent of total land. 5 per cent is individually owned and
28 per cent is under shared ownership.

SPAIN (Confederation of Spanish Forest Owners Organisations /

La Confederación de Organizaciones de Selvicultores de España (COSE)):
28 mill ha forest, which is about 56 per cent of and area. 66 per cent belongs to
more than 2 million private owners.

SWEDEN (The Federeation of Swedish Family Forest Owners / LRF
Skogsägarna): 31 mill ha forest, which is 75 per cent of total land area. 50 per
cent is private family forestry.
SWITZERLAND (Forestry Associations of Switzerland / Waldwirtschaft
Schweiz): 1,2 mill ha forest, which is 30 per cent of total area. About 30 per
cent is private.
UK (The Confederation of Forest Industries (CONFOR)): 2,685 mill ha forest,
which is 11 per cent of total land area. 90 per cent of broadleaved forests is
private.
USA: 226 mill ha, which is about 30 per cent of land area. 68 per cent is privately
owned and 58 per cent by family forest owners.
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Excursion in connection with
the IFFA annual meeting in in
Finland, September 2006

IFFA twinning
project in Kenya
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IFFA secretariat
post@familyforestry.net
Postal address: Forestry House, 66 Rue de
Luxembourg B-1000, Belgium

